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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PREL 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



application No. 

PCT/JP2003/004531 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
^ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2, With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the intemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the intemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of intemational preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, the intemational 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the intemational application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 [~1 report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— * beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which liave been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



IntemaSonal application No. 

PCT/JP03/04531 



IV. Lackof unify of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 
^ paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest 
I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

□ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with. 

1^ not complied with for the following reasons: 

Whereas the inventions of claims 1-17 concern a method of diagnosis and detection of leukemia, 
preleukemia, and an aleukemic maUgnant blood disease based on the interrelationship between these 
diseases and SCGF, the inventions of claims 18-20 concern monoclonal antibodies that are completely 
unrelated to these diseases and the hybridomas that produce these monoclonal antibodies. As a result, 
the inventions of claims 1-17 and the inventions of claims 18-20 do not satisfy the requirement for 
unity of invention. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 

DKI all parts. 

I I the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or indnstrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Oaims 1-20 YES 

Claims 

Inventive step (TS) Claims 2-5, 12, 13 

Claims 1,6-11, 14-20 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-20 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Document 1: 

Perrin et al, "Expression of LSLCL, a new C-type lectin, is closely restricted, in bone marrow, to 

immature neutrophils" 

C. R. Acad. Sci. Paris, Sciences de la vie 

Vol. 324, No. 12, 2001, p. 1 125-1 132, see "3. Results" especially Table 1 
Document 2: 

FR 2771750 A (Universite de Nice Sophia) June 4, 1999 (Family: none) 

Claims 1, 6-9, 11, 14, 16, and 17 

Document 1 cited in the International Search Report describes the interrelationship between 
LSLCL and leukemia. In this context LSLCL and SCGF are identical proteins (see the abstract of 
newly cited document 2), and therefore the inventions of the above claims lack an inventive step. 

Claims 10, 15, and 18-20 

The kinds of antibodies described in claims 10, 15, and 18-20, are not described in any of the 
documents, but generally when antibodies that bind to the substance being measured are used in 
immxmological assays, and the antibodies used are selected from antibodies that bind to the substance 
being measured. In li^t of the description in the Specification of fliis applicatiouL, because this 
examination finds no particularly outstanding effect is provided by using the kinds of antibodies 
described in claims 10, 15, and 18-20, the inventions of claims 10, 15, and 18-20, lack an inventive 
step. 

Claims 2-5, 12 and 13 

None of the documents cited in the intemational search report describes or suggests the inventions 
of Ihe above claims. 
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